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Poll: Have you heard of Mukurtu before today’s session?

No, this is all new

Yes, but I haven’t used it

Yes, and I’ve used it or been part of a Mukurtu project



Center for Digital Scholarship and Curation

Washington State University

Mukurtu (mook-oo-too) is a grassroots project aiming 

to empower communities to manage, share, narrate, 

and exchange their digital heritage in culturally 

relevant and ethically-minded ways. We are committed 

to maintaining an open, community-driven approach to 

Mukurtu’s continued development. Our first priority is 

to help build a platform that fosters relationships of 

respect and trust.

Mukurtu About Page

http://mukurtu.org/about


Mukurtu Hubs and Spokes: A Sustainable National Platform 

for Community Archiving

IMLS National Leadership Grant

2016-2019 (+ 2020 extension)

Spokes:

● Department of Linguistics, University of 

Hawai‘i at Manoa

● Native Northeast Research Collaborative, 

Yale Divinity School

● University of Oregon Libraries

● University of Wisconsin-Madison iSchool and 

WiLS 

● State Library of New South Wales (Australia)



Mukurtu Midwest 

Project goals:

● Raise awareness of Mukurtu in tribal and non-

tribal libraries, archives, and museums in the 

Great Lakes states

● Train potential users on basics of Mukurtu CMS

● Support the iSchool’s Tribal Libraries, Archives, 

and Museums course through service learning 

opportunities

● Collect user stories for Mukurtu software 

developers at WSU

● Sustain and build on strong community networks 

and trusted relationships from Convening Great 

Lakes Culture Keepers (iSchool) 

Mukurtu Midwest

https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/


TLAM

Tribal Libraries, 

Archives and 

Museums

TLAM Project

http://www.tlamproject.org


https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-passamaquoddy-reclaim-their-culture-through-digital-repatriation

https://passamaquoddypeople.com/
https://passamaquoddypeople.com/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-passamaquoddy-reclaim-their-culture-through-digital-repatriation


The Four Rs

“The Four Rs – Respect, Relevance, Reciprocity, 

and Responsibility,” (2001), Kirkness & Barnhardt

● Respect First Nations cultural integrity

● Provide education that is relevant to First Nations 

perspectives and experience

● Foster reciprocal relationships

● Demonstrate responsibility through participation

https://learningbird.com/teaching-through-the-four-rs-of-indigenous-education-respect-relevance-reciprocity-and-responsibility/


HELLO 
MUKURTU!



mukurtu:

'a safe keeping place’

Warumungu dilly bag  

South Australian 

Museum

SHN: INTRODUCTION TO MUKURTU CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SLIDES

http://sustainableheritagenetwork.org/digital-heritage/introduction-mukurtu-content-management-system-slides




SHN: INTRODUCTION TO MUKURTU CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SLIDES

http://sustainableheritagenetwork.org/digital-heritage/introduction-mukurtu-content-management-system-slides


SHN: INTRODUCTION TO MUKURTU CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SLIDES

http://sustainableheritagenetwork.org/digital-heritage/introduction-mukurtu-content-management-system-slides


Local Contexts

Traditional Knowledge Labels

https://localcontexts.org/


https://passamaquoddypeople.com/passamaquoddy-traditional-knowledge-labels

https://passamaquoddypeople.com/passamaquoddy-traditional-knowledge-labels


Digital Repatriation: 1890 Passamaquoddy Phonograph Recordings

Passamaquoddy Peoples' Knowledge Portal + American Folklife 

Center, Library of Congress

https://loc.gov/item/2015655578 Digital Repatriation

https://loc.gov/item/2015655578
https://www.sustainableheritagenetwork.org/digital-heritage/after-return-digital-repatriation-and-circulation-indigenous-knowledge


https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/

https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/
https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/
https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/
https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/
https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/


Ho-Chunk Language Division



Hoocąk Waaziija Haci Language Division









Our emphasis is on one mode of decolonizing 

processes that insist on a different temporal framework: 

the slow archives. Slowing down creates a necessary 

space for emphasizing how knowledge is produced, 

circulated, contextualized, and exchanged through a 

series of relationships. Slowing down is about focusing 

differently, listening carefully, and acting ethically.

“Toward Slow Archives”

Kimberly Christen & Jane Anderson

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10502-019-09307-x

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10502-019-09307-x


Next steps:

What can you do to build these relationships?

● Find out whose land you’re on — personally and in your organization 

● What indigenous materials does your institution hold?

● Visit your Indigenous neighbors; listen, a lot and for a long time

● Join current projects; see if the communities are looking to start new 

ones, but don’t jump in to suggest projects without doing a lot of 

listening first

● If Mukurtu seems like it could be helpful or useful, contact Erin 

Hughes at ehughes@wils.org! Questions can also come to 

kristen@wils.org. 

mailto:ehughes@wils.org
mailto:kristen@wils.org


Thank You!
Links
● Mukurtu: http://mukurtu.org

● Mukurtu Midwest: https://mukurtu-midwest.libraries.wsu.edu/

● Passamaquoddy Peoples’ Knowledge Portal: https://passamaquoddypeople.com/

● Plateau Peoples Web Portal: https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/

● Sustainable Heritage Network: http://www.sustainableheritagenetwork.org/

● Local Contexts: https://localcontexts.org/
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