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Introduction

Screencast Goals:

• Experience inquiry using primary sources

• Locate resources on national and state platforms

• Connect the use of these resources to standards

• Define how these resources create engagement and 

support equity

https://www.loc.gov/


While viewing this image:

• Observe the details that 

stand out to you

• Reflect on what those 

observations might mean 

or imply

• Think about what 

questions come to mind

https://www.loc.gov/item/2018675072/

https://www.loc.gov/item/2018675072/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2018675072/


Primary Source Analysis Tool

Primary Source Analysis Tool

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/


Analyzing Primary Sources

Title
A "Reader" in cigar factory, Tampa, Fla. He reads books and newspapers at 

top of his voice all day long. This is all the education many of these workers 

receive. He is paid by them and they select what he shall read. Location: 

Tampa, Florida.

Contributor Names
Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940, photographer

Analyzing Photographs and Prints

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf


Analyzing Primary Sources

Further Investigation for Inquiry

1. Review questions and look for ones that could lead 

to further research and deeper understanding

2. Turn questions into open-ended, researchable 

questions that prompt further inquiry



Analyzing Primary Sources

Connections to all grade levels
Use photographs related to picture books:

Thanks to Tom Bober for sharing his 2019 AASL Presentation. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C_oGhuFPekteALFtJETwiNZKFzwP027nEO7eqppI1vU/edit?usp=sharing


Analyzing Primary Sources

Connections to all grade levels
Show different viewpoints from history:

Develop questions that cannot be answered by Google and try to solve a problem.
Women’s Suffrage Lesson and Links

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/womens-suffrage/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf


Resources at Library of Congress

Use materials created by the Library of Congress
● Curated primary source sets, lesson plans, and activities

● Teacher Resources from the Library of Congress - YouTube Channel

Other Library of Congress websites to explore

● By the People - An invitation to transcribe, review, and tag digitized 

images of manuscripts and typed materials from the Library’s collections. 

● Law Library of Congress - Lesson plans, presentations, and other 

resources designed to assist instructors with using primary source 

materials to teach about government, law, and politics.

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpAGnumt6iV6Ks29MZ0nvjmBv6NImGpG1
https://crowd.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/law/find/educational-resources/


Digital Public Library of America

Digital Public Library of America        https://dp.la
• A free national digital library that provides access to millions of 

materials from libraries, archives and museums across the US

https://dp.la


Digital Public Library of America

DPLA Primary Source Sets
• 140 “highlight reel” primary 

source collections

• Created by educators

• Each set includes 10-15 sources 

and teaching guide

• Also available through 

WISELearn

10 Ways to Use the Primary Source Sets in Your Classroom

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets
https://wlresources.dpi.wi.gov/
https://dp.la/news/10-ways-to-use-the-primary-source-sets


Recollection Wisconsin

Recollection Wisconsin
• Digital resources from 200+ 

Wisconsin libraries, archives and 

museums

• Primary and secondary sources

• State and local history, plus national 

and international topics

• Wisconsin’s DPLA Service Hub

https://recollectionwisconsin.org

https://recollectionwisconsin.org


Recollection Wisconsin

Using Recollection Wisconsin
• Classroom activities

• Social Studies

• English Language Arts

• Online exhibits

• Find primary sources from your 

community or county
Activity: The Novitiate Takeover

More resources: https://recollectionwisconsin.org/teachers

https://recollectionwisconsin.org/teachers/activities/novitiate
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/teachers


Connections to Standards

Primary resources inspire the inquiry process highlighted in 
Wisconsin Standards for Information and Technology Literacy, 

Social Studies, Science, and Environmental Education

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/imt/pdf/Final_Information_and_Technology_Literacy_ties_to_Wisconsin_Standards_for_Social_Studies.pdf

https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/imt/pdf/Final_Information_and_Technology_Literacy_ties_to_Wisconsin_Standards_for_Social_Studies.pdf


Connections to Standards
Analyzing primary sources develops skills related to Information and Technology Literacy

Analyzing primary sources develops skills related to Social Emotional Learning

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/imt/doc/sel_competencies_table_template.pdf


Connections to Standards

Primary resources support the Geography, History, and Political 
Science strands of the Wisconsin Standards for Social Studies

https://dpi.wi.gov/social-studies/standards


Engagement and Equity

Access

• These high-quality, reliable resources are available to everyone 

without subscription fees

• Images can be used in print and digital formats

Ability

• Using images allows students with different reading skills the ability 

to participate

• Resources allow for advanced engagement

Increasing Diversity

• Working to overcome institutionalized cultural bias

• Recollection Wisconsin gap analysis



Contact Information

Monica Treptow, School Library Education Consultant
monica.treptow@dpi.wi.gov

608-575-6065

For more information about DPLA and Recollection Wisconsin, please contact:

Emily Pfotenhauer, Community Liaison & Service Specialist

emily@wils.org

608-616-9756

mailto:monica.treptow@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:emily@wils.org
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