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Wisconsin and the Digital Public Library of America 



The Digital Public Library of America is a free 
national digital library that provides access to 

millions of materials from libraries, archives and 
museums across the US.



A RESEARCH PORTAL
https://dp.la



A TEACHING RESOURCE



SURFACING UNHEARD VOICES



Recollection Wisconsin is the DPLA Service Hub in our 
state. It is the on-ramp for Wisconsin libraries, archives 

and museums to contribute content to DPLA.

https://recollectionwisconsin.org



A COLLABORATIVE PROGRAM





A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
• Digital projects consulting and training
• Content hosting
• Guidelines and standards

○ Metadata Essentials
○ Oral histories

• Metadata templates
• Metadata Checker tools
• Digitization vendor list and tips
• https://recollectionwisconsin.org/toolkit



DIGITAL READINESS TOOLS
● Digital Readiness Levels
● Digital Project Planning 

Worksheet
● Digital Readiness Glossary
● Case studies, toolkit posts
● Office hours 
● Digital Readiness 

Community of Practice



PLAN AND PRIORITIZE
Your project begins long before the first scan is made



FIND OUT MORE
Find out how to partner with us:
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/organizations

Sign up for office hours:
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/recollection-wisconsin-office-hours 

Contact us:
info@recollectionwisconsin.org 

https://recollectionwisconsin.org/organizations
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/recollection-wisconsin-office-hours
mailto:info@recollectionwisconsin.org




What’s worth digitizing?

Photos and documents that maybe ...

… are often requested by patrons

… tell part of the local story

… are items prone to deterioration or damage

… nobody would see otherwise

… with other items form a logical grouping



Before Scanning: Planning and Organizing

Many helpful resources on toolkit page, 
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/toolkit

Organizing helps get items in logical 
groupings based on content, format, etc.

Metadata work can begin before scanner 
arrives, in an Excel file

Resolve copyright status before scanning

https://recollectionwisconsin.org/toolkit


● Items will be scanned in .tif format
○ “Master” image remains a tiff
○ Only minimal image editing is performed on “master” file (rotate, crop to edges)
○ Images for use are copies, often in .jpg format, that can be modified as needed

● File names should be brief, descriptive, and consistent
○ Names may reflect status of file or intended use

■ Master file name: Fennimore_Main Street_001_raw.tif
■ Access file name: Fennimore_Main Street_001_derivative_75dpi.jpg
■ Access file name: Fennimore_Main Street_001_derivative_cropped for web.jpg
■ Access file name: Fennimore_Main Street_001_derivative_bw.jpg

● Files can be converted from .tif to .jpg in batches using IrfanView program

Scanning Basics





More information about the 
kits, their contents, and 
procedures for use at 
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/kits

To request a kit from SWLS, use the online 
Digitization Kit Request Form.

https://recollectionwisconsin.org/kits
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9w-XU1_x3ghGtvfLJlmrIkRGxXLsNaIUBKir1-pdSY_Xf5w/viewform?usp=sf_link


Thank you!

Any questions?




